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The Divided Heart 
Scandinavian Immigrant Experience through Literary Sources 
The Divided Heart is an experiment in the use of literature as historical 
source material. Using combined methods of historical analysis and 
literary criticism, it examines fiction and poetry written by Scandi- 
navians about their experience as immigrants in the United States in 
order to describe the complex psychological and sociological pro- 
cesses through which Norwegians, Swedes, and Danes turned into 
Americans. The author has fitted together hundreds of quotations from 
stories and poems into a vivid mosaic illustrating themes and patterns 
common to the life of this ethnic group as it developed and declined 
from the 1870s to the midtwentieth century. 
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